
Peterson’s tort notice is
the latest chapter in the
contentious efforts to
establish rural fire protec-
tion in the Monument area,
which has been the site of
several severe wildfires in
recent years.

Peterson over the past
decade has advocated the
formation of a rural fire
district in the area. The let-
ter from Hall notes his
efforts to obtain grants for
fire equipment for a rural
district. 

Despite the fact that the
district boundaries estab-
lished by a citizen petition
last fall and county action
don’t include the property
where Peterson lives, he
has been following the dis-
trict’s development. 

Hall’s letter says Peter-
son found the board mem-
bers who took office last
fall held unlawful, private
meetings. Peterson alleges

the unlawful meetings con-
tinued even after the initial
board resigned en masse –
reportedly amid disputes
with Peterson – and the
members were replaced by
the County Court and sub-
sequently election by the
district residents.

Hall contends that when
Peterson raised concerns,
the board “began a cam-
paign of retaliation against
him.”

“This included demands
that he return the equip-
ment and machines that he
had invested hundreds of
thousands of dollars in,
accusing him of theft, initi-
ating multiple criminal
investigations, and a general
continuing campaign of
harassment,” Hall wrote.

Hall last week also
released an April 25 letter
from Grant County Sheriff
Glenn Palmer to Doug
Decker, state forester for the
Oregon Department of
Forestry.

Palmer said that starting
in 2010, he had been inves-

tigating “an alleged criminal
case” between the city of
Monument and the rural fire
district over equipment
obtained “legally and law-
fully through ODF” by
Peterson.

He said “there was a dis-
pute as to who lawfully
owned what equipment and
how some of the funding
was channeled through the
City’s Federal Tax ID num-
ber and their (Dun & Brad-
street number).”

He said District Attorney
Ryan Joslin had informed
the parties that the issue was
a civil matter.

Palmer’s letter said that
since then, the new rural
board and one county com-
missioner began raising
questions about the equip-
ment.

“As of this point, their
investigation running along-
side of a criminal investiga-
tion is not good,” he said.
“They lack jurisdiction and
they lack authority to inves-
tigate this issue.”

Palmer’s letter indicated

the current board believes
that since the equipment
was procured with grants in
the name of “Monument
Rural Fire District,” it
should go to them. Howev-
er, he said “the grantee” –
Peterson – obtained equip-
ment legally and still pos-
sesses it, “in light of the
Grantee not having any-
thing to do with the Monu-
ment Rural Fire District.”

He also said the equip-
ment is on private property,
and he lacks legal authority
to go there. He said there is
no probable cause that a
crime has been committed,
nor justification for a search
warrant.

He said he would get that
authority only if the fire
board sued Peterson and got
a court order to take posses-
sion of the equipment.

“As it stands right now
… I do not have enough
evidence, nor do I believe I
have the authority to inter-
vene in this dispute,”
Palmer wrote.

Cerny retires
after 40 years in
education

By Cheryl Hoefler
Blue Mountain Eagle

SENECA – June 12 is
the last day of the 2012-
2013 school year for Grant
District No. 3 – until fall.

For Seneca School head
teacher Adele Cerny, it’s
the last day of school –
period.

Cerny is retiring after
40 years in the field of
education, 34 with the dis-
trict. She taught at Hum-
bolt Elementary in 1979-
80, and since then, has
been at Seneca School.

Cerny started her teach-
ing career in a fourth-grade
class of 35 students at an
inner-city school. After
that, she was a reading spe-
cialist for seventh- and
eighth-graders in Salem,
and then began working
for Grant District 3, teach-
ing third- through sixth-
graders.

In 1998 she became the
head teacher at Seneca
School, and earned her
administrative license in
2004.

Her interest in teaching
was sparked by the exam-
ple of family members,
who valued education, plus
her own teachers while she

was growing up. 
“I had some excellent

teachers, including my
grandmother, who inspired
me with their love of learn-
ing, and influenced my life
by expanding my perspec-
tives,” Cerny said.

“I wanted to make a
similar positive difference
in children’s lives,” she
added.

She said one of her
favorite things about teach-
ing is that it’s always excit-
ing and constantly chang-
ing.

“I have taught the same

skills and concepts over
the years, but have never
been bored because each
class is different and the
needs of the students
vary,” Cerny said.

For her, the best part is
to see the “click” of under-
standing when students
grasp a lesson’s concept. 

“It is satisfying to help
students realize what they
are capable of doing,” she
added. 

Cerny has seen plenty
of changes in education
over 40 years. 

“Years ago, it felt like

there was more time in the
classroom day to explore
learning with creativity,
collaboration and problem-
solving,” she said.

However, with the
development of uniform
standards in curriculum,
instruction is now focused
on students achieving the
benchmarks as mandated
by state tests.

Cerny said that as a
teacher, she has appreciat-
ed the “clear road map” of
what students need to
learn, but believes “we
need to spend less time on

testing, so there is more
time for learning.”

She added that getting
kids “hooked on reading”
was easier years ago
because there was less
competition from TV,
video games and comput-
ers. Today, she said, par-
ents have to make a con-
scious effort to fit reading
into their children’s lives.

Cerny has oftened
likened teaching at Seneca
School to the legendary
Camelot – an ideal situa-
tion of small classes,
involved parents, easy
access to outdoor learning
and history and a support-
ive community. 

“The school literally is
the heart of the communi-
ty,” she said, adding that
she has enjoyed the ease
with which parents take
part in the daily life of the
school.

Cerny’s also had the
rare privilege of teaching
two generations; some of
her students are the chil-
dren of former students.

She said she loves the
fact that she started her

career at an inner-city
school with a large class,
and ended it at a small,
rural school – one that has
far fewer students than that
first class. 

Cerny, who has lived in
Grant County since 1979,
is originally from New Jer-
sey, where she earned her
teaching degree from
Glassboro State College.
She earned her master’s in
education at Oregon State
University.

She and her husband,
Mark, who live in Bear
Valley, have two daugh-
ters, Maricass and Anne
Terese. Both attended
Seneca School and Grant
Union High School. 

Cerny said she’ll miss
the daily contact with stu-
dents and the exchange of
ideas. 

But she does have a full
plate of activities planned
for her retirement years:
spending time with family
and friends, gardening,
hiking, reading, fishing,
exploring Grant County,
visiting museums and –
staying home.
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 BABY STEPS
 Birth & Beyond

        e believe having a baby 
 means so much more than just 
 labor and delivery. Prenatal 
 classes help parents feel calm 
 and confident with the birthing 
 process, while reducing the 
 duration of labor. Parents also 
 gain a profound awareness of the 
 importance of their role. The first 
 1,000 days of a child’s life provide 
 the foundation for success in 
 school and in life.

 W

 • Touring the family birthing 
      unit 
 • Prenatal and postpartum
     nutrition
 • Relief of common
   discomforts during
   pregnancy

 • Creating a birth
     plan
 • Stages of Labor
 • Comfort Measures
   & relaxation tools
   during labor

 Please call

 FAMILIES FIRST
 to register, 541-575-1006

 This prenatal class will cover:

 For more information 
 CALL 541-575-1006

 Blue Mountain
 Hospital

 www.bluemountainhospital.org

 Blue Mountain Hospital
 170 Ford Road, John Day • (541) 575-1311

 EVERY OTHER TUESDAY
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Seneca School head teacher Adele Cerny points out features of a mural in Canyon
City for students during a recent field trip. Cerny is retiring after a teaching career
spanning 40 years, 34 with Grant School District No. 3. She has taught at Seneca
since 1980.

School’s out – for longtime Seneca educator

I t  is satisfying to help students
realize what they are capable

of doing.
– Adele Cerny

Retiring head teacher
at Seneca School
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CANYON CITY – The
chip seal project for High-
way 395, from milepost
2.65 to 10.1 will run June

12-15, according to the
Oregon Department of
Transportation.

Drivers planning trips
on that stretch of highway
are advised there will be

single-lane travel, with day
and night-time flaggers,
and pilots cars, with loose
rock on the roadway and
delays of up to 20 minutes.

Chip seal project starting this week


