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never knew what they actually
meant until some of them came
to me proclaiming, “We were
right!”
I want to assure you that I
had no intentions of leaving
you so soon. This was definitely not my choice. My dream
was to be here for at least four
or five years, to reap the fruits
of our labor together. The fact
that I tried to work hard and be
always available for the people,
certainly was not intended to
get to higher grounds.
For those who know me
well, what they see is what they
got — a simple priest from
Malta who gives 150 percent, a
good listener who plays the
flute, who wears sandals yet
never leaves a stone unturned
to get a fallen-away Catholic
back to church, who loves to
write, attends sports and cultural events, and tries everything
possible to make everyone feel
happy, blessed and special.
What will I miss from Grant
County? Walking up Airport
Road every morning at 6 a.m;
walking to the post office, an
average 10 minute walk, which
usually takes almost an hour,
stopping and being stopped to
talk, say hello or answer any
kind of question thrown at you.
I will miss looking at the

Strawberry, Aldrich and
Canyon mountains and seeing
them covered with snow in
April, though everyone’s been
telling me I won’t miss the cold
and snow in Baker County. I’ll
miss ringing those bells at 8:30
a.m. every Sunday, but I’m sure
many neighbors will be glad
I’m gone.
I’ll miss celebrating beautiful liturgies, as well as an occasional funeral or wedding. I’ll
miss working with our children
and youth, especially when I
see them getting excited whenever they see me at their school
functions.
I’ll miss seeing the deer on
Airport Road, but I certainly
won’t miss them eating my
flowers. I will miss the hundreds of cows and horses on
our ranches, though I was
assured there’s more of them in
my new territory.
I’ll miss seeing so many of
our people attend the fish fries,
spaghetti feeds and other events
where we welcome everyone.
I will miss getting interviewed at Coffeetime on special occasions. I will miss the
Juniper Singers, the Grant
Union Prospectors, refereeing
soccer matches, and watching
Little League baseball.
I’ll miss the annual cattle
drive, the county fair and giving calligraphy workshops.
I will miss everyone waving
at me or beeping their horn
whenever I walk downtown.
I will miss picking up the
Blue Mountain Eagle every
Wednesday morning, though I
will certainly subscribe for it
and hope to receive it weekly in
Baker City.
To all my friends at the BME
— Scott, Tim, Brenda and especially Marissa — good luck and
thanks for the memories.
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‘Is your job hard?’
Gov. Kulongoski
visits Seneca
School.

S

Podiatric Physician and Surgeon

ENECA — “If we could
harness the energy produced from the students’
excitement in anticipation of
your visit, we could run a
power station,” Head Teacher
Adele Cerny told Gov. Ted
Kulongoski and first lady Mary
Oberst on their arrival April 14
at Seneca School.
Cerny and Newell Cleaver,
superintendent of Grant School
District #3, gave the governor
and first lady a tour of the
school, taking time to view
such highlights as the Seneca
History Project mural and timeline, the computer lab, the gym,
and each of the classrooms.
In each classroom, the governor visited with the students
about the branches of government and what a governor does.
He spoke about the beauty of
this area and that he and his
wife know it well since they
enjoy hiking, camping and fishing in the Strawberry Wilderness.
Gov. Kulongoski enjoyed
asking students where they live,
and asking them about Seneca’s
claim to fame in the Oregon
Blue Book (the coldest temperature in Oregon at 54 degrees
below zero in 1933).
In the first- and secondgrade class, Jerry Carter
showed the governor the old
Hines Lumber Co. script
(Seneca company money) and
Olive Theatre tickets.
Will Meyer, curious about
the name Kulongoski, asked the
governor about his ancestors,
and the governor pulled down
the world map to point out
Poland. The students shared
where they travel from to attend
school in Seneca: Seneca, Silvies Valley, Canyon Creek, and
John Day.
In the third- and fourthgrade class, the governor
laughed when he was asked if
his job was hard. Logan Delano
asked, “What does a governor
do?”
Kulongoski then explained
about the branches of government. Garrett Carniglia said,
“Today for the first time ever
we had a governor come to our
school. In our class, I was the
first person to shake the governor’s hand.”
Elle Rawlins said that
Kulongoski and Oberst thought

is now scheduling patient
appointments

LONG CREEK: City settles dispute over water meter
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In the first and second grade class, Jerry Carter (right) told the governor about the old Hines
Lumber Co. script (Seneca company money) and Olive Theatre tickets.
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Gov. Ted Kulongoski and first lady Mary Oberst receive a gift
tub from Seneca Mayor Linda Starbuck.

the timeline was really cool.
After the governor moved on to
the next classroom, Oberst
thrilled the class by reading a
story aloud to them.
By the time the governor
arrived in the fifth- and sixthgrade class, their excitement
and anticipation had built to
such a high that his entry was
greeted with a silent awe. He
asked students where they live
and learned that they come
from all over, but none live in
Logan Valley, where he and his
wife love to camp.
When asked who had been
to Salem, several hands went
up.
In the junior high classroom,

students were struck speechless
at the honor of having Kulongoski in their school. He tried
to get them to talk by asking
questions; after some collective
murmuring, Jolynn Bishop
became brave enough to initiate
a conversation with him. He
was interested to learn that the
junior high class was going to
Salem to visit the legislature on
April 25, and he expressed
regret that he wouldn’t be able
to be there to greet them.
Brianna Murphy-Johnston,
after being prompted by one of
the governor’s staff members,
casually asked the governor if
he knew how long it took to get
to Baker City (his next stop)

from Seneca.
The governor recognized the
question as part of an ongoing
discussion about the route he
would take to get to Baker City.
He wanted to drive via Logan
Valley to Prairie City, but was
disappointed because of the
time factor and the snow still on
the road. Just before leaving the
junior high classroom, the governor noticed Connor Smith’s U
of O jersey, so he exuberantly
gave Connor a high five for his
choice. Apparently, Kulongoski is a Duck’s fan, much to the
amused consternation of some
of the students. Had he been
able to stay longer, he would
have had a great discussion on
his hands, as nothing fires up
these students more than a good
debate about the Beavers and
the Ducks.
Before leaving, Kulongoski
visited with Linda Starbuck,
mayor of Seneca, about the
challenges of economic development in rural areas. While
visiting, the governor and his
staff enjoyed refreshments provided by the Seneca School
PTA.
Starbuck presented the
Kulongoski and Oberst a gift
tub of offerings from the City
of Seneca, the Seneca School
PTA and the Seneca School
Foundation.
Oberst made a much-appreciated gift to the school of 100
books for the library.
• Submitted by Seneca School.
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Later in the meeting, Hixenbaugh was appointed council
president, on a 2-1 vote, with
Hixenbaugh dissenting.
When it came time to accept
McHatton’s
resignation,
Holmes hesitated and wondered
if McHatton would reconsider.
“Wish we would have had
an indication,” Holmes said.

“Wanda has been under a lot of
pressure, with the resignation of
the mayor, the recall election.”
Witt was convinced that
McHatton was gone for good.
“She’s not coming back. A
blind man could read between
the lines of her letter,” Witt said.
“Wanda did a really good job
for the last five years. A person
can only take so much before
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they can’t take it anymore.”
McHatton cited harassment
from Hixenbaugh and Holmes
and charged they were in violation of the their oath of office.
Hixenbaugh speculated that
problems with the minutes of
council meetings led to McHatton’s resignation.
“There have been several revisions of the minutes,” she said.
As for Kreger’s exit, Hixenbaugh suggested a look at the 22 votes during the months since
the November 2004 election that
had to be decided by the mayor.
The City Council, when
filled, has four members, and tie
votes are decided by the mayor,
who otherwise doesn’t vote.
Many of those votes put
Hixenbaugh and Holmes on one
side, Kreger and Witt on the
other side, with Smith often
voting with Kreger and Witt.
Witt called the Eagle on May
16, with news of her resignation
letter, which she said was in the
mail. She faxed the letter to the
newspaper. She wrote, in part:
“I am tendering my resignation
due to the ongoing conflict
within the City Council. There
(are) decisions being made that
I am not comfortable with, and I
do not feel will be good for the
City of Long Creek.” She also
wrote that Holmes had been
rude to her and to the citizens of
Long Creek.
None of the letter writers
provided specifics on the reason
for their resignation.
A letter to the editor in this
week’s paper says the council’s
attitude toward him at a recent
meeting was “inexcusable.”
Contacted by the Eagle
through e-mail May 16 for reaction to the resignation, Holmes
wrote: “I guess my question
would be, what consideration

have these people given to the
citizens of Long Creek?”
Holmes and Hixenbaugh will
likely have to consult with the
city’s attorney or state officials on
how to proceed without a quorum. A council meeting had been
scheduled for 6 p.m. May 20, but
that may have to be postponed.
Leroy Duncan, a longtime
resident, who was at the May 12
meeting, said the resignations
were “great,” and that he was
happy that Holmes, Hixenbaugh
and Witt were on the council.
“Integrity and honesty will
fix a lot of things,” Duncan said.
Duncan was no stranger to
resignations from City Council.
He ended up on the council
about five years ago, when
three people resigned, he said.
“I got away the first time
they asked me, but they got me
the second time,” he said.
In other business:
• The council, on a 2-1 vote,
with Witt dissenting, approved
refunding $450 to Pat Kilby to
settle a dispute concerning the
removal of the water meter in
front of his house. Kilby said
the city’s policy of requiring
residents to pay $25.50 a month
to keep water service, even
when not at home, was wrong.
When two years ago, Kilby
found temporary work in Arizona, he asked the city to turn
off his water, but when he
returned, his water meter was
removed. He paid for it to be
returned, intending to fight the
issue at a later date. There was
disagreement on when the
meter was removed. Kilby said
such removal was illegal and
mentioned a possible filing in
civil court if the matter wasn’t
resolved during the May 12
meeting. “I prefer to settle this
and not go to court,” he said.

