
It’s nice to see that the Eagle
has two new faces in the

office. It is sad to me, though,
since they are new and young,
that their stories were not
proofed very well. At least to
me, it seems that way.

The Saturday Market story
is the one that caught my atten-
tion. It had some errors. On that
weekend, there was the Satur-
day Market and the BMW
Rally. The swim meet is next
month, July 30. On that day
will also be the next Saturday
Market and the Solwest Fair.
For the most part, the story was
good. Yet he made some com-
ments that I thought were nega-
tive to the promotion of the
market. This one stuck out the
most, “... few people seemed to
be buying anything.”

That is not a statement to
bring in future customers or
vendors. It was also not true. A
better statement would have
been, “What he had seen selling
the most, with comments on
other items available.” I can
only think he didn’t hang around
long enough to get a good idea
of what was going on.

While some vendors may
not have sold like crazy, others
did very well. I was there with
a booth. I did not sell out, but I
sold over half my baked goods,
which paid for the ingredients
at least. My craft items (higher
priced) didn’t sell, but, gee,
let’s take into account the
typhoon weather bursts we had.
By no way was it the market’s
fault. Really, the only time the
lookers slowed was during
those downpours. I don’t blame
one person running for cover. I
would have joined them had I
not had a booth. I must say my
quilts smell rain fresh thanks to
good ol’ Mother Nature.

I had many customers come
to my booth and look. Many
said I want to look around but I
will be back to buy some bread
or sweet rolls. You know,
everyone who said it came back
and bought some. 

I was near the snow cone,
hot dog, another baked goods,
popcorn and cookie, and pro-
duce booths. Most of the day,
many of those had customers
standing in line. I was told the
produce sold out. So that state-
ment of few people buying any-

thing was wrong. 
Even though I did break

down early because of the last
good soaking, it was still fun
for me. I may not have made a
profit, but considering Mother
Nature’s tantrum, I feel I did
well. I will do another booth
next month because I was there
and saw the action this time.
It’s also fun to people watch.
You just never know what you
might see happen. Next month
has to be drier don’t you think?
Weather can be fickle. With all
the events happening on July
30, the visitors to John Day
should be huge.   

Connie Sams
Saturday Market vendor
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DOUBLE GOOD

DEAL!
2ND SET OF 4” PRINTS

...your hometown drugstore.
120 E. Main, John Day

(541)575-0629
www.lensdrug.com

Bring in your rolls of C-41 color print
film for processing and get big,
beautiful twin 4” color prints with 
standard processing.

Each print is hand-inspected for finest
quality. Full frame 35mm film only. Ask

about our frequent buyer club card.

Offer good through July 12, 2005.

COLORFUJI PROCESSING

F R E E

24 Exposures 
(48 prints)

SALE PRICE
$599

COMMENTARYSENECA SCHOOL

Market story was wrong

Contributed photos
Kelsey Long shows off her breakfast “smile,” before eating it up following a Smart Eating nutrition presentation for Seneca
School's K-2 class. The lesson was given by Jenny Vannoy of the Oregon Health Council.

Penny Trip
Seneca School’s K-2 class

enjoyed its annual “penny trip”
on June 3. Their year-long math
project of collecting and count-
ing pennies earned them a stu-
pendous grand total of 35,400
pennies, the greatest amount
ever collected in the penny pro-
ject’s six-year history.

Students and parents began
the day with breakfast at the
Squeeze-In restaurant. Their
next stop was U.S. Bank, where
each student helped push pen-
nies through the counting
machine. 

All the students gleefully
waved fistfuls of $354 for a
group photo before heading off

for the new Fossil Beds center. 
There, Sarah led them

through the “Blast from the
Past” volcano activity, and they
had time for exploring the dis-
plays and the educational activ-
ities classroom before lunch.

After lunch, the entire group

set off on the Blue Basin trail,
to hike and marvel at the won-
drous colors, wildflowers, evi-
dence of the power of wind and
water on the landscape, and the
fossil displays. Not even the
downpour on the return hike
could dampen spirits.

Dollar bills were burning
holes in pockets, so the next
stop was the Dayville Mercan-
tile for a shopping spree. All the
students came away with sou-
venirs of their trip. Before leav-
ing Dayville, everyone took a
break to either play in the park
or explore the antique collec-
tions across from the park.

Before returning to John
Day, the group stopped at the
home of Cheri and Alan Miller
to change into their “going-out-
to-dinner” clothes.  Dinner at
the Outpost restaurant in John
Day was the grand finale for the
day, and took the last of the dol-
lar bills. 

Seneca students gleefully waved fistfuls of $354.

Banick receives
Loggers 
scholarship

June 7 marked a milestone
in the lives of five young peo-
ple and their families. Suzette
Banick, Sarah Goodwin,
Heather O’Keefe, Greg Whelan
and Isaac Whitman, along with
their families and friends, com-
memorated their graduation
from the eighth grade at Seneca
School. 

Sam Seebart, a long-time
resident of Seneca and board
member of the Seneca School
Foundation, spoke to the gradu-
ates and their families about
gaining the skills necessary for
success in life. 

Seebart awarded the $500
Seneca Loggers Memorial
Scholarship to Suzette Banick.
The money is kept in an inter-
est-bearing account until Ban-
ick completes her first semester

of college. The award amount
and all interest accrued is then
paid to the college of her choice
for continuation of her studies.
In her essay, Ms. Banick talked
about her goal of becoming a
paleontologist. 

O’Keefe was awarded the
President’s Education Award
for Outstanding Academic
Achievement for her dedication
to maintaining a 3.5 GPA
throughout junior high and
meeting the state testing crite-
ria. Banick, Whelan Isaac Whit-
man also received this award. 

The evening was topped off
with a reception. There was
cake, punch, and lots of pic-
tures to mark the end of this
first chapter in these students’
academic careers. O’Keefe may
have stated it best in the poem
she wrote for this occasion: “In
your eyes you see a little girl
becoming a woman. In my eyes
I see me, one step closer to my
dream.”

Sam Seebart awarded the $500 Seneca Loggers Memorial
Scholarship to Suzette Banick. 

Grant County Court Judge Dennis Reynolds visited each of
Seneca School's classes to illustrate important points of criti-
cal thinking and decision making. Here, Derrik Rider and
Kaylea Friedrichsen help him give an example of perspective
to the K-2 class.

Pen Pals
For six years, the K-2 class-

es from Seneca School and
Burnt River School in Unity
have enjoyed a pen-pal rela-
tionship, exchanging letters,
cards and gifts throughout the
school year.  At the end of each
school year, the pen pals get
together, alternating schools
each year.  

This year, it was Seneca's
turn to host their Burnt River
friends. Students decided to put

on an informal version of the
Stick Horse Rodeo, since the
pen pals had heard all about it,
but hadn't experienced it in per-
son.  Barrel racing and pole
bending were fun for all, but it
was the bronc riding event that
generated the most excitement.
In this photo, a Burnt River stu-
dent rides out her bronc.

The rodeo was followed by a
barbecue picnic lunch and plen-
ty of playtime to make new
friends and renew old friend-
ships.

Students in
foreground: Joe
Smith, Amanda

Branstetter,
Kaitlyn Harvey.

A grant brought
OMSI to Seneca

School this
spring.  Each

class blasted off
in the Star Lab,

and traveled
back in time to

the days of
Lewis and

Clark.


