
How many times during
the course of the week,
do you lament that you

have too many irons in the fire,
that there aren’t enough hours in
the day?  I think this is a common
malady these days. I don’t
remember my parents being as
busy as I am at this age.  

If you ask a teenager how they
are, they will inevitably answer
“tired.”  There is some research
that supports the fact that their
internal clock is not set to the 9 to
5 work day. Regardless, our stu-
dents today are busier than we
were when we were in school.
They are very busy! They have a
right to be tired, as do, the advi-
sors of the activities and their
families who support their partic-
ipation in activities.   

When I was the assistant prin-
cipal at Grant Union I encour-
aged students to be involved in
school activities. There is a direct
correlation between involvement
in activities and a student’s
behavior in school. Participation
in activities teaches students dis-
cipline, organizational skills and
how to be a team player. The
lessons and rewards are endless.

When I talk about activities, I
am not just talking about athletics.
There are a variety of activities and
many of our students are involved
in several activities at a time.

But let’s just talk about athlet-
ics for a moment. Fifty-three per-
cent of the students at Grant
Union were out for fall sports.
There were 92 students out for
fall sports at Mt. Vernon Middle
School and 19 turned out for fall
sports in Seneca. These are the
students we have seen compete
on the football field, the volley-
ball court and the soccer field and
leading the cheers at the football
games. They are the students we
see in the press because of the
outstanding job The Eagle does
covering high school sports.   

What we don’t see are the
almost 200 participants at GUHS
in activities in science club, stu-
dent council, Future Career and
Community Leaders of America,
Future Business Leaders of
America, mock trial, FFA, Span-
ish mentors and the lunch buddy
program at Humbolt.  

We do see the students
involved in the music program at
all schools when they perform
and we know that the pep band
adds a lot to the athletics con-
tests. However, what we may not
realize is that one-fourth of the
student body is involved in the
music program at Grant Union,
that 10 music students recently
attended District honor band and
choir, that six students attended a
sight reading music workshop at

Western Baptist College and 41
choir students will travel the
Monday before Thanksgiving to
attend the choral festival at West-
ern Oregon University.

Are you tired yet? Add activi-
ties outside of school in our com-
munity such as Boy/Girl Scouts
and church groups and activities
with friends and family and it’s
understandable that every
teenager you meet will tell you
they are tired.  

Oh, one more thing. I haven’t
mentioned school and the time

necessary to study and complete
assignments. Not only is there a
direct correlation between a stu-
dent involved in activities and
their behavior but there is also a
direct correlation between a stu-
dent involved in activities and the
grades they receive. Those grades
are above average. 

So, what does it all mean? We
can all agree that we are busy,
that things never slow down.
Still, our students involved in
activities need our support and
they are most appreciative of that
support. So, the next time you
know of a school activity and
you are able to attend, please do.
Better yet, call up a friend and
bring them along.   

• Kris Beal is the principal at
Humbolt Elementary School.

By Patrick Bentz
Correspondent

CANYON CITY — Hum-
bolt Elementary School hosted
its annual Math Night for the
students on Thursday, Nov.
18. Students had the opportu-
nity to play games and learn
fun ways to use math skills.

“Math Night  has been
around for  about  seven or
eight years,” says Georgia
Boethin, fifth-grade teacher at
Humbolt. “It was started by
Janet Peterson originally. She
started as an assistant in the
library.”

Peterson brought the idea
for Math Night from another
school where she had previ-
ously worked. Peterson could
not attend the activities this
year, due to a move to Ontario
earlier in the year.

“It’s set up so each class
has  a  d i fferent  s t rand of
math,”  Boethin said .  “I t ’s
activities for parents to get
involved with their kids.”

Each of the six classrooms
taught a different concept.
First grade students learned
about estimation by guessing
how many marbles were in a
jar or how many bricks it took
to fill a paper pattern. Third
grade students did measuring
activities, such as, how tall
they and their  parents are,
using measuring cups to han-
dle rice and measuring with
weights using a balancing
scale. Each of the activities
were hands-on involving both
students and parents.

Other math concepts that
were taught included probabil-
ity, calculation, geometry and
algebraic relationships.

The students and their par-
ents who attended the event
enjoyed themselves.

“It’s good,” said Brandon

Norland, a fourth-grader at
Humbolt.

“I like Math Night because
there is math and a lot of class-
rooms with math stuff,” said
Jonathan Coley, fourth grade.
“And math is good for kids.”

“I learned how to make
shapes on Geo-Boards,” said
Kyle Hyde, a third-grade stu-
dent. “I think it’s good that
kids can be excited (about
math),” said his sister, Alicia
Hyde.

“I learned to how to make
trail mix,” said Tom Heideman,
in third grade. “And I learned
how to use measuring cups.”

“I like to do math things,”
said Devon Vargas. Her
father, Juan Vargas, said, “I
use math every day.  Math

Night gets kids interested and
is hands-on.”

Awards were given out at
the end of the event for stu-
dents  in  each grade who
guessed closest to the correct
amount  of  i tems in  a  jar.
Each grade had a different
item to guess. Fifth graders
had to determine the length
of  measured tape in  a  jar,
while second graders had to
guess how many Lego bricks
were in their jar. Each of the
attendees also enjoyed root
beer floats, courtesy of the
Humbolt PTA.

“It’s a very good family
activity,” said Kim Joslin, PTA
president. “It’s geared to all
ages.”
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760 S. Canyon Blvd. John Day 575-1968 • 1-800-645-7868
TRIANGLE OIL, INC.

• Grant County’s Home of
Monitor Heating Stoves

• Bulk Oils & Grease
• Fast, Friendly Service

HOW DO YOU WANT TO
SPEND YOUR WEEKEND?

Reclaim your weekend 
with MONITOR STOVES

MORE WARMTH WITH LESS WORK

1809 First Street • Baker City • (541) 523-2522

BARGAIN MATINEES IN ( ) Adults $5
TIGHTWAD TUESDAYS $5

Take time to see a
movie this week. 

Call the Eltrym Theater
at (541) 523-2522 for
the latest movie titles
and showing times.

$7 Adult, $5 Senior (60+), $5 Child

Desert
Historic Theater

68 N. Broadway • Burns • 541-573-4220
Check out the trailers & upcoming movies 

at www.burnstimesherald.com

$5.50 Adults & $3.50 Seniors/Child

Tues. Night & Sun. Matinee  — All Seats $3.50
Student Night Thursday - Any Student $3.50

PLAY DATES: Nov. 26-Dec. 2, 2004

PGTHE 
INCREDIBLES

7 p.m. Nightly • 2 p.m. Sunday Matinee

Wedding

Petersen — Saddler
Neil Petersen and Megan Saddler, both of LaGrande, were

married Oct. 9 at the United Methodist Church in LaGrande. Rev.
Janet Farrell performed the double ring ceremony.

The maid of honor was Veranda Cannon of LaGrande and the
best man was John Miller of Fairbanks, Alaska. Andrea Comer of
Canyon City was the ring bearer.

Other groomsmen/ushers were brother of the groom, Colin
Petersen of Nyssa, brother of the bride, Anthony Saddler of
Springfield.

Among the guests were the couple’s grandparents Alva and
Phyllis Farley of John Day, Betty Lewis of Meza, Ariz., Jim and
Pat Seifert of Sparks, Nev., and Ted Petersen of Round Mountain,
Mont.

The couple spent their honeymoon along the Oregon Coast
and will continue to live in La Grande.

THANK YOU
I would like to thank Mr. Todd

McKinley of Grant County Sheriff
department for the outstanding job

and effort he did finding my son
when he was lost in the woods.

Thank you
Monte Gibson

TheEagle/Patrick Bentz
Children from Humbolt Elementary School who participated in Math Night listen as awards were presented to students that
guessed closest to the correct amount of items in a jar.

2 + 2 equals FUN

Contributed photo
Devon Vargas said she likes to do math things. Here she
works on a math problem with her father, Juan Vargas.

So many activities, not enough time
School Talk

——
Kris Beal

At a Glance

Kindergarten
through fourth
grade students
honor list

GRANT COUNTY —
The following students,
grades first through fourth,
received high honors, honor
roll, honorable mention and
perfect attendance status dur-
ing the first quarter. See Page
A6 and A7 for fifth through
12th grade honors in the
Making the Grade section.

Seneca School
First quarter

High Honor 4.0
Elle Rawlins, third grade
Honor Roll
Dallas Olson, first grade
Kelsey Long, second grade
Reuben Harvey, third grade
Logan Delano, fourth grade
Lacey Elliott, fourth grade
Christopher Gibson, fourth
grade
Josh Whitman, fourth grade
Honorable Mention
Jerry Carter, second grade
Will Meyer, second grade
Calli Miller, second grade
Garrett Carniglia, fourth
grade
Perfect attendance
Collin Harvey, kindergarten
Leonard Radinovich, first
grade
Jerry Carter, second grade
Calli Miller, second grade
Keila Qual, second grade
Reuben Harvey, third grade
Garrett Carniglia, fourth
grade

Dayville School District
First quarter

Honor Roll
Daryl Ann Waltenburg,
fourth grade
Honorable mention
Jacob Rothgeb, fourth grade
Jake Buce, fourth grade
Renee Inscore, third grade
Colten Winters, third grade


