
JOHN DAY — Cherise
Holmstrom, Stephen Binger,
Brianna Murphy-Johnston and
Caitlin Bullock took first place
in their respective divisions last
month at the County Level of
the State Spelling Contest.

Here’s a look at the top three
of each division:

Primary: Grades 1-3
First, Cherise Holmstrom,

grade 3, Humbolt Elementary
School. Parents: Marty and Sta-
cie Holmstrom.

Second, Aimee Wood, grade
3, Prairie City School. Parents:
Jim and Nancy Wood.

Third, McKenzie Davis,
grade 3, Prairie City School.
Parents: Kim and Jim Davis.

Division I: Grades 4-5
First, Stephen Binger, grade

5, Long Creek School. Parents:
Earl and Heather Binger.

Second, James Hixenbaugh,
grade 4, Long Creek School.
Parents: James and Charissa
Hixenbaugh.

Third, Bradley Woodell,
grade 4, Monument School.
Parents: Brian and Carmin
Woodell.

Division II: Grades 6-8
First, Brianna Murphy-John-

ston, grade 7, Seneca School.
Parents: Glen Johnston and

Peggy Murphy.
Second, Savannah Kowing,

grade 8, Mt. Vernon Middle
School. Parents: Steve and
Tami Kowing.

Third, Jason Liddel, grade 8,
Prairie City School. Parent:
Taunia Pruner.

Division III: Grades 9-12
First, Caitlin Bullock, grade

10, Grant Union High School.
Parent: Julie Bullock.

Second, Tyler Cramer, grade
11, Long Creek High School.
Parent: Robert Cramer.

Third, Shantra Hannibal,
grade 12, Dayville High
School. Parents: David and
Angie Hannibal.

The contest was coordinated
May 10 at the John Day Elks
Club by Vickie Harrison, Stacie
Holmstrom and Jo Sproul, with
Grant County Education Ser-
vice District and volunteers
from the community. Retired
teachers Lois Wacken, Beth
Spell, Darlene Muzzy and Son-
dra Lino read the spelling
words to the students. Volun-
teers Teresa Bruning, Tim
Sprenger and Andrea Combs
graded tests. Bruning stayed
after to help with cleanup.
Robert Waltenburg provided the
entertainment while the tests

were being graded.
Division I, II and III first-

place winners are eligible to
attend the state spelling contest
Sept. 3 at the Oregon State
Fairgrounds. 
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WWAANNTTEEDD
all species of 

Logs, Timber and
Timberlands

CONTACT US AT
Ken Speakman  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 620-1353
Dan Bishop  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 620-0332
Dale Stennett  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 620-0334
John Shaw  . . . . . . 620-0955 or 523-6455

Prairie Wood
Products

541-820-3351

Grant Western
Lumber Company

541-575-2811

Co-Gen Power
Prairie City OR
541-820-3351

Keeping Our 
Communities Strong

For The Future

COUNTY COMMITTEE
VACANCIES

COMPENSATION BOARD: Annually recommends a compensation schedule for certain elected
county officials by annually reviewing compensation of comparable persons employed by the
state, local public bodies, and private business. Must be knowledgable in personnel and com-
pensation management. Three year term. Two vacancies.
EXTENSION & 4-H SERVICE DISTRICT ADVISORY COUNCIL: Advises on the district budget and
programs, and discusses ways that education could help with various issues facing the county.
Meets twice a year. Three year term limited to one re-appointment. One vacancy.
FARM USE BOARD OF REVIEW: Reviews the Assessor’s annual farm use study. Two year term.
Two vacancies.
LAW ENFORCEMENT REVIEW COUNCIL: Provides information and support to law enforcement
agencies regarding the enforcement process through education and public meetings striving to
achieve common goals, understanding, and mutual respect. Makes a quarterly report of activities
to the County Court and Media. Persons other than elected officials or employees within law
enforcement may apply. Two year term. Meets once a month. Five vacancies (3 at-large, 1 stu-
dent, and 1 alternate).
LIBRARY BOARD: Promotes public awareness and support of library services, receives public
input, reviews and updates library materials, and coordinates activities with the Grant County
Library Foundation. Limited to two four year terms. Meets once a month. Two vacancies.
MENTAL HEALTH ADVISORY BOARD: The board facilities the provision of quality mental health
services to Grant County residents, enhances community knowledge of available programs and
services and participates in the hiring of professional staff. Meetings are held monthly. Three
year term. Two vacancies.
PLANNING COMMISSION: The commission reviews land-use and zoning applications and dis-
cusses city and county growth issues and the siting of new facilities. No more than two mem-
ber shall be engaged in the same kind of business, occupation, trade or profession with agricul-
ture designations of livestock/forage crop production and horticultural/speciality crop produc-
tion. Meetings are held monthly. Terms are for four years, except two years for alternates. One
alternate vacancy.
ROAD ADVISORY BOARD: Makes recommendations on major and annual road decisions, such
as construction schedules, road vacations and policy development and on occasion participated
in hiring Road Department staff. Meets as needed. Three year term. One vacancy.
SOUTHEAST REGIONAL ALLIANCE BOARD: Oversees community and economic development
activities within the region serving Grant, Harney and Malheur counties and also acts as the Area
Commission on Transportation. Three year term. Daytime meetings are held once a month with
the location rotating among the three counties. Two vacancies, including one alternate.

Please send a letter of interest including your mailing address and
phone number to the Grant County Court, 201 S. Humbolt St., Suite

280, Canyon City OR, 97820 before 5 pm Friday, June 24.

  Grant County Branch

541-575-1530

SENECA SCHOOL

Swinging into summer
Seneca School celebrated the last day of school with a golf

scramble at beautiful Bear Valley Meadows. Ten multi-grade
groups of students and staff members, under the guidance of vol-
unteer golf pros, played several holes under a cold, threatening
sky, enjoying fresh air, fun, and the prospect of summer freedom.
Golf pros were Jina Carniglia, Chris Gibson, Chris McKinley, Jim
Officer, Angela Olson (above, with Wyatt Weaver), Brian Purnell,
John Saunders, Brad Smith, Pete Walker and Kenny Warrington.

Taco Feed
The annual Seneca School PTA Taco Feed and Talent Show was

held May 7. A large crowd with bellies full of tacos were enter-
tained by emcee Jack Southworth and a variety of talent from
Seneca, Canyon Creek and John Day. Brianna Murphy-Johnston
played a wide variety of fiddle and violin music, and accompanied
the K-2 class in their Arkansas Traveler performance. Over the
years, the audience has witnessed the growth of this very accom-
plished musician. Every musician starts at the beginning, as did
Dallas Olson playing “Twinkle Twinkle, Little Star” on the violin.
The Mountain Bloomers cloggers added a new twist to clog dance
with a French tune.

History Walk 
The K-2 class of Seneca School strolled through Seneca on

June 7 to review historical sites. Here they stand in front of a for-
mer boxcar: now a backyard shed, previously a Hines Co. “party
car” in Logan Valley, and alternately a laundromat and home in
Seneca.

The Eagle/Brenda Bagett
Young spellers at the County Level of the State Spelling Contest, held in May at the John Day Elks Lodge.

Spellers test their brains at contest

Contributed
Long Creek School spellers were Stephen Binger, James Hixenbaugh, Becky Born, Matt Martin,
Jessica Drake, Morgan Dunn, David Kilby and Tyler Cramer.


