
Park Service
offering lease
for hay production

DAYVILLE — The Nation-
al Park Service, John Day Fos-
sil Beds National Monument,
is requesting interested parties
to submit a bid for the lease of
approximately 74 acres of bot-
tomland within the boundaries
of the James Cant Historic
District near Dayville, for the
purpose of production and har-
vest of hay.  

The lease is offered through
sealed bids and will be for a
period of a minimum of two
years up to a maximum of eight
years.  This offer closes at 4
p.m. March 15.

To request a solicitation
package from the John Day
Fossil Beds National Monu-
ment, write to Jim Hammett,
superintendent, 32651 Highway
19, Kimberly, OR 97845, or

call (541) 987-2333, Ext. 212.

Project aims to support
area farmers

Oregon Rural Action is the
recipient of a $20,000 grant from
The Oregon Community Foun-
dation to administer a Communi-
ty Food Connections Project.  

This project provides research
and support to farmers in North-
east Oregon and will run through
the end of the year. 

The overall goal is to increase
opportunities for regional farm-
ers to sell their products locally
as well as provide opportunities
for people to purchase local farm
products. 

The project will provide train-
ing for farmers and market man-
agers through an annual Farm
Direct Marketing Conference,
conduct surveys at farmer’s mar-
kets around the region, distribute
educational materials, and coor-
dinate research efforts with other
people from around the state.

The La Grande Farmers’
Market has been a project of
Oregon Rural Action for the
past four years.

To find out more about Ore-
gon Rural Action, call Julie
Keniry at (541) 975-2411.

meeting — seniors by $5,000
and planning by changing one
full-time position to part-time.

The departments were also
asked to keep tabs on what they
won’t spend between now and
June; so that amount could be
added to next year’s budget.
This money is called “carry-
over.”

After another budget meet-

ing Feb. 4, more line items
were decreased by Justice
Court, Surveyor, Watermaster
and Library and other depart-
ments found more revenue.

Fund transfers to the Grant
County Fair, the airport,
seniors, the courthouse reserve
and equipment reserve were put
on hold, and using the added
carryover, Smith was able to
balance the budget for fiscal
year 2005-2006.

Smith uses a basic formula
to keep her number crunching
in perspective.

“I estimate revenues low and
expenses high,” Smith said. 

Since she’s been in the trea-
surer’s office for 27 years, she
has plenty of knowledge of how
each department has performed
to back up her estimates.

The economic picture will
begin to clarify as June
approaches and it’s possible
that what was taken out of the
budgets of various departments
could be put back. The depart-
ment heads were asked to give
Smith a list of priorities for new
materials, services and capital
outlays.

The county’s budget com-
mittee’s approved general fund
budget for fiscal year 2004-
2005 was $3,479,230, which
included a 43 percent jump in
health insurance premiums for

county employees. The cost for
health benefits rose from
$600,000 in 2003-2004 to about
$858,000 in the new budget.

The Sheriff ’s Office
received $1.4 million, or about
42 percent of the general fund
for 2004-2005. 

In 2003, the jail brought in
about $455,000 from prisoners;
this year the budget anticipated
about $250,000. It could be less
than that for the 2005-2006 fis-
cal year.

In the 2004-2005 fiscal year
budget, the District Attorney’s
office received $111,932; the
Planning Department, $112,253;
Justice Court, $115,635; Juve-
nile Department, $200,405; the
County Court, $230,968; and
the Assessor, $445,177.

The general fund budget
includes about $900,000 from
property taxes. The remainder
comes from state pass-through
funding, bed rentals to outside
agencies at the county jail, fed-
eral payments in lieu of taxa-
tion — 88 line items in all.

In addition to the general
fund, which includes most
county departments, the budget
includes $58.1 million in dedi-
cated special funds, the bulk of
which includes funding for
roads. That money comes from
the state and federal govern-
ments and is earmarked for spe-

cific programs.
The county’s adopted gener-

al fund budget for fiscal year
2004-2005 was slightly less
than the approved version.

In other business, the County
Court:

• Authorized a new fax
machine for the Juvenile and
Adult Parole/Probation, Plan-
ning, Water Resources and
Extension District to share. The
old machine was 3-years-old and
worn out by high volume of use. 

• Heard a report from Road-
master Mark Hensley about a
courtesy visit from an OR-
OSHA safety inspector. Other
than a few housekeeping mat-
ters and an eye-wash station out
of place, the Road Department
was in good order.

• Heard from Fair Manager
Carolyn Stout that the vacant
clerical position wouldn’t be
filled until perhaps as late as
March to save money.

• Approved the purchase of a
new Pitney Bowes postage
meter to replace the old
machine that was worn out after
10 years. The new machine will
cost $229 per month over a
five-year lease, plus an annual
maintenance fee. It was esti-
mated that the county spends
about $12,000 for metered
postage a year.
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New advertising deadline: Ads due by Friday 5 p.m.

� recycles leftover bark and 
sawdust to generate electricity 
and dry lumber

� is clean and efficient providing 
a renewable source of power 
for Oregon and our nation

� supports Grant County jobs 
and keeps our families warm

For a tour, call 820-3351.

Co-Gen Power
Prairie City, OR

Grant-Western
Lumber 

Company

Prairie Wood 
Products

(541) 820-3351 (541) 575-2811

all species of 
LOGS, TIMBER & TIMBERLANDS

Ken Speakman, 620-1353 Dale Stennett, 620-0334
Dan Bishop, 620-0332               John Shaw, 620-0955 or 

523-7455

Wanted!

VALENTINES
GIFT IDEAS

Flower Shop N More
100 E Main, John Day

575-2112

Come in and see
our Great Selection

of unique ♥ ♥♥
♥♥

♥

Covering Grant County

Blue Mountain Eagle
www.bluemountaineagle.info

  JOHN DAY POLARIS
    193 Ford Road John Day

575-0828

No other individuals are
allowed to take wolves unless
there is an immediate human
safety risk. 

Oregon’s proposed plan
would allow more flexibility
for private landowners to haze
and take wolves under specific
circumstances, as well as pro-
vide a compensation plan for
loss of livestock. 

This portion of the plan,
however, as well as legislative
changes required to implement
it, would be pre-empted as long
as wolves remain endangered at
the federal level.

“The focus of Oregon’s
plan, as directed by state law,”
said Ely, “is to conserve
wolves while minimizing their
impact on human and animal
safety, and the economic well-
being of ranchers and rural
communities.

The plan will be presented at

the commission’s Feb. 10-11
meeting in Troutdale. The two-
day meeting will take place at
the Sam Cox Building, 1106
East Columbia River Highway.
The commission will take pub-
lic testimony on the draft plan
Feb. 10 beginning at 1 p.m. and
will consider final rulemaking
action Feb. 11 beginning at
1:30 p.m.

A bus is leaving at 7 a.m.
Feb. 10 from Les Schwab’s
parking lot. The bus seats 47
people, and has a bathroom and
video monitors. The cost is $20. 

Anyone going needs to bring
a sack lunch for the trip there.
The plan is to stop in Biggs on
the way back to buy dinner. 

For more information about
the trip, call Dave Traylor, 932-
4618 or David Snider, 932-
4810.

Contributions from area
merchants are helping to pay
for the trip.

Continued from Page A1

WOLF: State ‘still needs plan’

SENECA SCHOOL RODEO

COUNTY: Shortfall makes departments scramble

LEFT: Keila Qual, the queen of the Sencea
Stick Rodeo, and her princesses Dallas
Olson and Meghan Rider lead the crowd in
the flag salute before the start 
of competition.

The Eagle/Jill Mallory

Calli Miller runs
the pole-bending
course in 15.5
seconds to win a
blue ribbon.
Rodeo clown
Krista Qual res-
cued fallen hats
and entertained
the crowd.

The Eagle/Jill Mallory

Giddy Up, Stick

Continued from Page A1

At a Glance

The road apples were missing, but the
Seneca School PTA Stick Horse Rodeo
had everything else to offer a rambunc-

tious crowd of cowpokes and spectators.  Kris
and Darla Long served up homemade chili and
cornbread while young cowboys and cowgirls
warmed up their horses in the arena.  Jack
Southworth, announcer, kicked off the rodeo
with the Grand Entry, led by Queen Keila
Qual, Princess Meghan Rider, and Princess
Dallas Olson.  Cowpokes in four different age
groups competed in pole bending, barrel rac-
ing, and bronc riding.  

A highlight of the afternoon was an exhibi-
tion bull ride by cowboy Josh Whitman, who
rode his bucking, spinning bull the full eight
seconds.  

Throughout the afternoon, thirsts were
quenched in the Root Beer Garden run by
Vikki Rider and Margaret Harvey, who report-
ed that nobody was thrown out due to disor-
derly behavior.  The Calcutta barrel race was
an exciting end to the afternoon. 

Homemade and donated (Bar W B) high-
point prizes were awarded to the top cowpokes
in each age group: James Mabe (preschool-
kindergarten), Preslie Thompson (grades 1-3),
Josh Whitman (grades 4-6), and Kaidee
Weaver (adult).


