
GOP lost state
by 7,000 ballots
in 2000.

By Chuck Slothower
East Oregonian

PENDLETON — In his first
post-Republican National Con-
vention speech, Vice President
Dick Cheney laid out many of
his administration’s accom-
plishments and attempted to
paint Democratic presidential
candidate John Kerry as too
indecisive to trust with the
presidency.

An estimated 2,600 people
from Eastern Oregon and
southeast Washington came to
see Cheney’s speech at the

Pendleton Convention Center.
The crowd roared its approval
of Cheney’s message, repeated-
ly chanting “four more years”
and taunting Kerry with
charges of “flip-flop.”

Cheney, flanked by his wife
Lynne, U.S. Sen. Gordon Smith,
R-Ore., and Rep. Greg Walden,
R-Ore., delivered a 30-minute
speech that bore many similari-
ties to his convention speech,
including a shared emphasis on
the war on terrorism.

“Under the president’s lead-
ership, we’ve driven the Tal-
iban from power in Afghanistan
and deposed the camps where
terrorists trained to kill Ameri-
cans,” he said. “Under the pres-
ident’s leadership, we rid the
world of a gathering threat by
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Model train show
puts visitors
on track to fun.

By Scott Mallory
Blue Mountain Eagle

JOHN DAY — The first stop
was Seneca, as it was circa
1930. The model train was on
the floor, rolling along track
that wound its way around a
replica of the Eastern Oregon
city made of cardboard, con-
struction paper and wood and
held together with glue. 

The engine sputtered and
was having a bit of trouble on
one section of the track.

Clayton Hughet, chief engi-
neer at that moment for the
Seneca School history project,
walked around the display of
the miniature city, careful not to
knock over a building or a tree.

Hughet, a fifth-grader at
Seneca, knelt down and fiddled
with the engine, then put it back
on the track and away it went,
past the train station to the lum-
ber mill.

“The station is where they
would pull the trains in and
work on them,” said Hughet,
who shrugged when a visitor
asked him if he liked studying
history.

“It’s fun to run trains, build
an old town,” he said. “I just
think they’re really cool.”

He wasn’t the only person
who felt that way inside the
pavilion at the county fair-
grounds, where Sept. 4 engi-
neers of all ages stepped aboard
the first Great Eastern Oregon
Train Festival.

The six-hour event was a
showcase for model railroads
and the people who lay the
track, build the cities, the
mountains and the wilderness
scenes that the little engines
that can roll though.

The majority of the show
highlighted N-scale model
trains, which at 1/160 the size
of the real thing is just about as
small as it gets. 

On display were all things
trains, including books, caps,

Crash closes
Hwy. 26 near
Dayville.

By Tim Adams
Blue Mountain Eagle

DAYVILLE — Oregon
State Police report a 50-year-
old Redmond man was fatally
injured in a motorcycle acci-
dent at about 10:30 a.m. Mon-
day, Sept. 6.

Sgt. Gordon Larson from
the OSP post in John Day said
Daryl T. Crozier was eastbound
on Highway 26 near milepost
97 in the Picture Gorge area
between Dayville and Mitchell
when the accident occurred.

Crozier was reportedly trav-
eling east with a group of sev-
eral motorcycles when he
entered a sharp left-hand corner
on the highway. 

He failed to negotiate the
curve and the 2003 Harley
Davidson motorcycle he was
riding veered off the highway
onto the gravel road shoulder.
The motorcycle then reportedly
went into an uncontrolled slide
and impacted a rock embank-
ment on the south side of High-
way 26.

Crozier was thrown from
the motorcycle and was pro-
nounced dead at the scene by
John Day paramedics.

Highway 26 was briefly
closed to one lane of travel
while troopers from the John
Day Outpost investigated the
crash.

Personnel from the Grant
County Sheriff’s Department,
the Oregon Department of
Transportation and Blue Moun-
tain Ambulance Service assist-
ed at the crash scene.

In a separate incident, Bran-
don Lee Rea, 18, Vale, was
cited for careless driving as the
result of a one-vehicle, roll-
over traffic accident which
occurred on Highway 26 near
milepost 197.5 at about 12:45
p.m. Sunday, Sept. 5.

According to police, Rea
was westbound on Highway 26
in a 1995 Dodge Neon when he
entered a recommended 35-
mph corner going 60 mph.

Rea steered to the right to
move over for an eastbound
vehicle and overcorrected. His
vehicle went into an uncon-
trolled counter-clockwise spin.

The vehicle crossed the
highway and hit a dirt embank-
ment, causing the vehicle to
roll over one time.

Cheney courts
Oregon voters

BLURRY VICTORY

The Eagle/Tim Adams
Sometimes football is nothing but a blur of action. Here, Grant Union's Toby Thomas (7)

fights his way through the La Grande defense, with blocking help from Sam Stinnett (62)
and Gus Stiner (85). Grant Union made its share of mistakes, but losing wasn't one of

them. Coverage of the Prospector's 7-0 win begins on Page B1.
See CHENEY, Page A8

GREAT EASTERN OREGON TRAIN FESTIVAL

Prairie City’s
Kenny Cling-
man tries to
battle
through a
block as he
rushes
Joseph High
quarterback
Kyle Hook
during the
Prairie City
Jamboree. 
Page B8

Motorcycle
accident
kills rider

The Eagle/Jill Mallory
Members of Boy Scout Troop 898 were on hand to help keep the trains running on time during the first Great Eastern Oregon
Train Festival. “I crash too many trains, though,” said Bill Sevey, 13, who attends Mt. Vernon Middle School. “I just like going
fast.” The festival attracted 300 people to the Grant County Fairgrounds.

All aboard!

Clayton Hughet,  a fifth-grad-
er at Seneca School, was
chief engineer at that
moment for the school’s his-
tory project. “The station is
where they would pull the
trains in and work on them,”
Hughet. “It’s fun to run trains,
build an old town,” he said. “I
just think they’re really cool.”See TRAINS, Page A2

FLY-IN

The Grant County Air
Search Fly-in includes
free helicopter and air-
plane rides. Page A8

SPORTS PREVIEW
Sports editor Tim

Adams takes a look at the
upcoming soccer and vol-
leyball seasons, with pre-
views of Prairie City’s vol-
leyball team and Grant
Union’s boys and girls
soccer teams. This is the
first year that Grant Union
will field a girls soccer
team. Pictured above:
Grant Union senior Kerry
Ashmead. Page B1

LONG CREEK

CELEBRATES
Long Creek had more

celebrations over the
Labor Day weekend than
we could handle in this
week’s pages; so special
coverage will be featured
in the next editon. 

There
was the
city’s Sev-
enth-day
Adventist
Church
(above)
marking
more than
100 years on the same
street corner, and the
Blue Mountain Celebra-
tion was a citywide party
that included a car show,
music, a flea market, dis-
plays of arts and crafts
and homegrown vegeta-
bles and Myra Ennis
(right), a cowgirl bucka-
roo, who recited poetry.

The church, which
drew a big crowd, includ-
ing a ranking church offi-
cial from Idaho, marked
its history with gospel
singing, meals at the
Friendship Hall and a
hayride at Ritter Hot
Springs

If you attended either
of these events, or both,
and would like to add
your comments or photos
to our stories, call the edi-
tor, Scott Mallory, at 
575-0710.

John McGhee
Highlight

John McGhee
Highlight

John McGhee
Highlight



Continued from Page A1

insulators, antique lanterns,
special  types of track and
miniature cars priced at $239.

“That’s about right,” a col-
lector said. “The smaller they
get, the more expensive they
are.”

Final attendance hadn’t
been figured that afternoon,
but organizers from the
Canyon Mt. N-gineers in
Canyon City were all smiles.

“We hoped to get 200 peo-
ple, and I think we’re close to
300,” Everett King said. King
is the acknowledged train
master of the club. King and
club members Patrick Bentz
and Pete Teague were the pri-
mary motivational force
behind the event.

Model-train enthusiasts and
friends they brought along
came from Portland; Elko,
Nev.; and parts between.

Bruce Blanford, a graying
mustache and goatee below an
engineer’s cap on which a pin
with the words, “Eastern Ore-
gon Railroad,” was affixed,
arrived at  the affair  from
Bend.

“I was given a traditional
American Flyer train set when
I was a kid, and that’s when I
started collecting,” Blanford
said.

Members of Boy Scout
Troop 898 were on hand to
help keep the trains running on
time.

“I crash too many trains,
though,” said Bill Sevey, 13,
who attends Mt. Vernon Mid-
dle School. “I just like going
fast.”

Speeding along by train,
even in miniature, where the
only ticket is the imagination,
can make a person hungry.
Hamburgers,  hot dogs and
other treats were served by a
group raising money for con-
struction of the skateboard
park to be built near the base-
ball complex on 7th Street.

RoseAnn Palmer and Alan
Hickerson were behind the
counter late in the day.

“We’re doing all  r ight,”
Palmer said.

The N-gineers want to stage
the festival again next year.
For information on the club,
call  King, 575-0714, or Bentz,
575-4247.

Sept. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

John Day 91/52 81/42 NA NA NA NA NA

Austin Jct. NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Seneca 87/37 77/31 64/34 60/32 70/36 69/24 NA

Long Creek 80/41 79/41 78/38 84/43 86/44 88/42 88/40

Monument 84/52 69/41 75/42 81/NA NA/41 87/NA NA/38

Sheep Rock 96/61 86/41 84/42 74/43 81/43 78/46 85/47

Discharge *Last Year Average % of Avg.

John Day (Mainstem) 37.6 25.9 30.5 123

Dry Pine Creek (SF) 6.7 NA 4.81 139

Izee (Deer Creek) .54 NA .53 102

Dayville (Murderers Cr.) 4.67 NA 2.84 164

Ritter (MF) 48.2 39.5 29.3 165

Monument (NF) 146 75.3 102 143

Service Creek (Mainstem) 177 34 122 145

McDonald Ferry (Mainstem) 249 54.7 120 208

For A 24-Hour Automated Weather Forecast
Call (541) 276-0103 or locally, 575-1122.

WEATHER RECORD

Partly cloudy throughout the rest of the week. Friday evening look
for possible rainstorms. Beginning next week highs will be in the
mid-70s and lows in the low-30s.

GRANT COUNTY’S
7-DAY FORECAST

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

▲87 ▼41 ▲81 ▼39 ▲ 79 ▼41 ▲78 ▼42 ▲73 ▼37 ▲73 ▼31 ▲71 ▼30

HIGH & LOW TEMPERATURES

RIVER FLOWS

* Cubic feet per second (all figures are estimates effective Sept. 7)
For Weather 24/7: www.bluemountaineagle.info
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Courts
Circuit Court

CANYON CITY — Grant County Cir-
cuit Court reported the following fines
and judgments:

• Michael R. Swearingen, entered a
no contest plea on a charge of attempt-
ed third-degree escape and was sen-
tenced to 10 days in the Grant County
Jail, with credit for time served, and
placed on probation for 12 months.

He was fined a total of $746, which
included a unitary assessment of $67,
a county assessment of $59 and $120
in attorney fees, with $250 of the fine
suspended.

Additional charges of manufac-
ture/delivery of a Schedule-1 con-
trolled substance, possession of a
Schedule-1 controlled substance and
first-degree theft were dismissed.

Justice Court
CANYON CITY — Grant County

Justice Court reported the following
fines and judgments:

• Jay Burril, Prairie City, was found
not guilty at a trial on a charge of pos-
session of alcohol by a minor.

Miscellaneous Violations
• Stephen Berry, Aurora, failure to

drive within lane. Fined. $180.
• William Sharp, Joseph, no valid

ODOT authorization. Fined $421. 
• Troy Scott, Sweet Home, violation

of basic speed rule (59/35 zone). Fined
$237.

• Jonathan Haney, Drewsey, viola-
tion of basic speed rule (50/30 zone).
Fined $141.

• Danon Raymer, Redmond, viola-
tion of basic speed rule (79/55 zone).
Fined $237.

• William Weissenfluth, no address
listed, oversize/height. Fined $70.

• Tyriel McLean, Burns, violation of
basic speed rule (76/55 zone). Fined
$180.

• Brodie Crotts-Hannibal, John Day,
failure to drive within lane. Fined $180.

• Kyle Lovell, Prairie City,
oversize/height. Fined $94.

• Richard Kelly, Murray, Utah, viola-
tion of basic speed rule (78/55 zone).
Fined $237.

• Thomas MacHugh, Ukiah, failed to
appear on a charge of overload/combi-

nation and was found guilty by default.
He was fined $79, plus an additional

$25 driver’s license suspension fee.
• Austin Hicks, Prairie City, violation

of basic speed rule (77/55 zone). Fined
$160.

• Gary Sapp, Eugene, violation of
basic speed rule (85/55 zone). Fined
$237.

• Duane Caylor, Prineville, over-
load/group. Fined $132.

• Lawrence McCall, Powell Butte,
oversize/height. Fined $94.

• Michael Gauthier, Newton, Conn.,
failed to appear on a charge of violation
of basic speed rule (45/25 zone) and
was found guilty by default.

He was fined $141, plus an addition-
al $25 driver’s license suspension fee.

• Alberto Garcia, Corning, Calif.,
failed to appear on a charge of no oper-
ator’s license and was found guilty by
default.

He was fined $237, plus an addition-
al $25 driver’s license suspension fee.

• Eugene Crump Jr., Long Creek,
violation of basic speed rule (79/55
zone). Fined $180.

Public Safety
Arrests and Citations
Grant County Sheriff’s Department

• Aug. 30 — A juvenile male from John
Day was cited for driving while suspended
as an infraction.

• Sept. 1 — A juvenile female from
Canyon City was cited for violation of
basic speed rule (80/55 zone).
John Day Police

• Sept. 2 — Laurie K. Burroughs, 36,
Mt. Vernon, was cited for driving unin-
sured.

• Sept. 2 — Treva L. Leslie, Emmet,
Idaho, was cited for violation of basic
speed rule (55/35 zone).

• Sept. 4 — Michael Kingsley, 34, John
Day, was arrested for fourth-degree assault
and disorderly conduct.

• Sept. 5 — Richard A. Edgar, 68,
McKinleyville, Calif., was cited for viola-
tion of basic speed rule (63/35 zone).

• Sept. 5 — John Kellogg, 43, John Day,
was arrested for first-degree burglary.
Accidents and Incidents
John Day Dispatch

• Sept. 3 — John Day Ambulance was
dispatched to Valley View Assisted Living
Community for an 88-year-old male who
had reportedly suffered a possible heart
attack.

• Sept. 3 — John Day and Mt. Vernon
ambulances were dispatched to a residence
in the 400 block of Council Street for a
home health care patient who needed to be
transported to Blue Mountain Hospital.

• Sept. 5 — John Day Ambulance was
dispatched to the scene of a one-vehicle,
rollover traffic accident on Highway 26
between mileposts 193-194.

Obituaries

Births

Annola Ashcraft
Feb. 26, 1919 — Aug. 30, 2004

Annola Ashcraft, 85, of John Day, died
Aug. 30 at the Country Spice care facility.

A graveside ser-
vice was held at the
Burns Cemetery
Sept. 3 with Pastor
Dennis Sams of the
John Day Church of
the Nazarene, offi-
ciating.

Mrs. Ashcraft
was born Feb. 26,
1919, in Neosho, Mo., to James Branson
and Hallie (Bragg) Lloyd. She had to quit
school in the third grade to help support
her family. 

In East Prairie, Mo., she married Her-
bert Ashcraft and early in their marriage
they were sharecroppers and picked cot-
ton. They later moved to Oregon, first to
Seneca in 1945 and then to Canyon City in
1956 were she lived the remainder of her
life. Herbert passed away in 1973 after
numerous years of marriage.

She worked at many of the motels in
John Day doing housekeeping; worked in

the kitchen at the Blue Mountain Hospital;
in the restaurant at the Sunset Inn; and
also cleaned campgrounds for the Forest
Service.

Mrs. Ashcraft loved gardening, yard
work, growing flowers in her yard and
spending time with her family.

She was a member of the John Day
Garden Club, and she continued gardening
until late in her years. She was also a
member of the John Day Church of the
Nazarene.

Survivors include her three sons,
Bobby Gene Ashcraft of Eugene, Allen
Craig Ashcraft of Mt. Vernon and Donald
Ray Ashcraft of Mexico.

She was preceded in death by her hus-
band, two daughters and two sons.

Memorial contributions can made to
Church of the Nazarene through Driskill
Memorial, 241 S. Canyon Blvd, John Day,
OR 97845.

Mary Elizabeth Henshaw
Oct. 15, 1912 — Sept. 1, 2004

Mary Elizabeth Henshaw of Gresham,
died Sept. 1, in Corbett. She was 91 years
old.

A memorial service was held Sept. 6 at
Hillsview Community Church in Gre-
sham.

Mrs. Henshaw was born Oct. 15, 1912,
in Mosier to George and Elva Evans. She
was raised and graduated from high school
in Mosier in 1930. 

On Aug. 20, 1931, she married Marion
Henshaw in Auberdeen, Wash. They
moved to John Day where they resided for
a year then moved to Hood River in 1944. 

She worked in the Hood River Fruit
Packing House for the Apple Growers
Assoc., for 15 years and later worked as a
homemaker caring for her family. In 1960
she moved to Portland and in 1998 she
moved to Gresham where she resided until
her death.

Mrs. Henshaw was a member of the
Church of the Nazarene.

Survivors include her son, Robert of
Corbett; daughter, Yuvonne Dart of Cor-
bett; six grandchildren; and 17 great-
grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her hus-
band and eight siblings.

Bateman Carroll Funeral Chapel was in
charge of the arrangements.

Paige Marie Shaw
Jennifer Gray and Jason Shaw of Prairie City became parents

of a daughter, Paige Marie Shaw born at 7:58 p.m. Sept. 2 at
Blue Mountain Hospital. 

Paige weighed 8 pounds and was 19 inches.
Paternal grandparent is Kim Shaw of John Day and maternal

grandparents are David and Rose Gray of Prairie City.

News obituaries are a free service of the Blue Mountain Eagle. They are subject to editing. The Blue Mountain Eagle accepts obitu-
aries on its standard form from the family or funeral home. Anyone who would like to purchase space for a personalized memorial can
contact the Eagle at (541) 575-0710, 575-1244 (fax) or at editor@bluemountaineagle.com.

About Obituaries

For current road conditions, call 511 or go online to www.tripcheck.com

Arrests and offenses the Blue Mountain
Eagle reports are taken from the logs of
area law-enforcement agencies. Every
effort is made to report the court disposi-
tion of all arrests listed here.

Correction
In the Sept. 1 issue of The Eagle on Page B8, Jeannie

Church is the woman sketching, not Janine Goodwin. 

TRAINS: Chugging through the pavilion

‘We hoped to get 200
people, and I think
we’re close to 300.’

— Everett King,,
Train master of the

Canyon Mt. N-gineers

The Eagle/Jill Mallory
A lantern and model trains on display at the Great Eastern
Oregon Train Festival

The Eagle/Jill Mallory
Everett King of the Canyon
City Canyon Mt. N-gineers
model train club.

By Mike Montgomergy 
and Brooks Smith

Blue Mountain District Ranger,
Prairie City District Ranger

With summer here there are
many folks taking advantage of
their National Forest lands and
facilities for the recreational
opportunities they provide. 

Unfortunately, there are also
those “visitors” who willfully
destroy what others have spent
hours of hard work building.
Aside from the hard work there
is that unseen contribution that
also gets destroyed: the waste
of taxpayer dollars, your dol-
lars. Other willful acts that also
cost you money include aban-
doned vehicles and appliances
or trash that has been dumped
on your Forest. 

Buildings and signs that
have been shot up or that have
offensive graffiti written on
them are the most recognized
forms of vandalism. One recent
example is the vandalism of the
Pine Creek restroom and
destruction of the gate. An
employee spent 1/2 day repaint-

ing the facility. The cost of
painting the restroom, replac-
ing, and installing the gate will
be close to $1,500. 

What can we do to stop the
vandalism of public signs and
facilities and the littering of
your special places? Talk to
your family and neighbors and
encourage them to help in pre-
venting these acts. Explain to
them the costs of these kinds of
actions, as well as what might
be hidden dangers. 

Sometimes vandals think
they aren’t hurting anyone and
they don’t realize they could
also be hurting themselves.
Vandalism is a crime and is
punishable by law. The fine can
be up to $10,000. Furthermore,
it is a federal offense, which
goes on the offender’s record.

Help us protect what you
have invested in. If you see or
suspect vandalism is occurring,
report it to your local law
enforcement officials or your
local Forest Service office.
Don’t let vandals steal your
recreation experience from
you!

Vandalism costs everyone

IRENE W. DAMON 
April 14, 1929—Aug. 8, 2004 

Irene Lee Wright was born on April
14, 1929, to Alva and Laverne Wright.
Her mother passed away when she
was five years old; and Alva married
Grace Crowley, who raised her for the
rest of her growing years. Rene is sur-
vived by her brother Leonard Wright,
daughters Dana Engel and Marla
Donahue, and son-in-law Charley
Engel.  

Rene was married to Jim Damon
on June 22, 1948, and was a silent
partner behind the success of Oregon
Telephone Corporation since “behind
every good man there is a good
woman.” She was a loving mother and

extraordinary homemaker who could
entertain guests at a moments notice.
She was often complimented as being
the “hostess with the mostest” and
could amazingly turn a meal for four
into enough food for a larger gathering.

When Rene and Jim divorced in
1979, she attended floral school and
worked as a floral designer in John
Day and also in Bremerton, Wash.,
after she moved there to be closer to
Marla in the 80’s. 

Because Rene was an Oregonian at
heart, she chose to move to Bend in
1997 where Dana and Charley live.
She owned a home and enjoyed gar-
dening and later moved to a retirement
facility when her health declined. 

Rene passed away Aug. 8, 2004.
She was a long-time smoker who sur-
vived lung cancer but later had compli-
cations due to emphysema.  

Contributions in her memory can
be made to Hospice of Bend-La Pine,
2075 NE Wyatt Court, Bend, OR 97701;
or to one’s local Hospice of Redmond,
Sisters and Grant County.  The family
will be forever grateful to Hospice for
making her final days peaceful. 

A celebration of Rene Damon’s life
and a time to say good-bye will be held
at the Fox cemetery at 1 p.m. on
Saturday, Sept. 18.  The Fox cemetery
is 30 miles northwest of John Day off
of Highway 395, just past County Road
34. Everyone is welcome to attend. 


