
JOHN DAY — Citing
continuing problems with his
hearing, John Day Mayor
Roger Simonsen tendered
his resignation to members
of the City Council on Tues-
day, Dec. 14.

In a letter submitted to
council members and City
Manager Peggy Carey,
Simonsen wrote that “my
ability to hear, even with
hearing aids, has become
increasingly difficult and I
feel that it compromises my
effectiveness as mayor to
attend meetings and conduct
council sessions.”

Under John Day City
Charter, a vacancy on the

council shall be filled by
appointment by a majority of
the council.

The council will either
appoint one of the city coun-
cil members to fill the
mayor’s position or will
advertise and appoint some-
one from the community
who expresses an interest.

Simonsen will continue
as mayor until Jan. 1.
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Inside

STUDENT ART
by Julie Bowling

Advanced Art
Senior

Grant Union High School

• We need more student
art, from all schools,

including home-schooled
artists, and not just draw-

ings and paintings, but
sculpture, too, and other

such work. For more
information, drop a line to
editor@bmeagle.com, or

call the editor.

FIREFIGHTER

OF THE YEAR

Jeremy Sullens, left, Jim
Sullens and Chris

Camarena look over
sales information about a
new fire tender during the
Prairie City Volunteer Fire

Department's annual
Christmas banquet. 

A3

CULTURAL GIFT

Merry Christmas, and
here’s a stocking-stuffer

you may not have thought
of: the preservation and
support of Oregon’s vast

creative class — from
visual and performing
arts, to historical trea-

sures — through a contri-
bution to the Oregon 

Cultural Trust.
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SPORTS

Monument/
Dayville’s

Tiffany Hunt
drives the
ball toward
the basket.
Hunt scored
a game-high
12 points in

the Lady
Tigers’ 41-
36 win over

Harper.
B10

Darien Lippert, Humbolt School Santa puppets, Seneca SchoolJohn Liliberte, Mt. Vernon

Mayor Simonsen resigns
Simonsen

writes
about his
tenure,
thanks 
the city.
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Kimball plea to multiple
counts expected Feb. 24
Suspect was
arrested in 2003;
free on bond
in Cove.

By Tim Adams
Blue Mountain Eagle

CANYON CITY — Attor-
ney Robert J. Moon withdrew
his motion to suppress evidence
in Grant County Circuit Court
on Dec. 16, and former Prairie
City School District Deputy

Clerk Kim Rolanda Kimball is
scheduled to enter a plea on
Feb. 24 to charges she allegedly
embezzled approximately
$70,000 from the district. 

Kimball was arrested on
June 12, 2003, after an investi-
gation by Prairie City Police,
the Grant County District Attor-
ney’s Office and the Oregon
State Police revealed school
funds were missing from the
district’s account. 

The original indictment
against the 39-year-old former
clerk included 28 counts of
first-degree forgery and first-

degree aggravated theft.
Local law enforcement offi-

cers referred the case to the
office of Oregon State’s Attor-
ney General Hardy Myers.

After further investigation
by the state, she was formally
charged with seven counts of
first-degree theft, 12 counts of
first-degree forgery, nine counts
of tampering with public
records, nine counts of official
misconduct and three counts of
aggravated first-degree theft.

Kimball, who reportedly
resides in Cove, remains free
on bond. 

By Tim Adams
Blue Mountain Eagle

CANYON CITY — Sen-
tencing was set for Jan. 6
for Chad David Holliday
who pleaded guilty on pos-
session of a Schedule-2 con-
trolled substance, felon in
possession of a firearm and
wildlife violation charges
Dec. 16 in Grant County
Circuit Court. 

The 36-year-old Seneca
resident was arrested Sept.
21, after police executed
several search warrants at
Holliday’s residence that
resulted in the discovery of
a trophy-class bull elk that
had been illegally taken.

According to police, the
charges are the result of an
investigation begun by Ore-
gon State Police Senior
Trooper Jim Griffin into the
alleged taking of a trophy-
class bull elk with a rifle
during archery season.

“We first learned of the
poaching through anony-
mous tips from the commu-
nity,” Griffin said. “It all
began with a report of gun-
shots from a remote area
east of John Day during
archery season.”

Griffin reportedly fol-
lowed up on the complaint
and began to piece together
information from several
sources. The investigation
lead to the discovery of a bull
elk that had been shot with a
firearm on private property.

In court, Holliday told
Judge William J. Cramer Jr.
he wounded the elk with an
arrow and then returned to
his pickup truck where he got
a rifle and shot the animal.

He also admitted to being
in possession of a “usable
amount” of meth, which
was recovered at his resi-
dence during the execution
of the search warrant.

Holliday had a prior
felony conviction in 1998,
which prohibits him from
possessing a  firearm.

Troopers from the John
Day, Ontario, Baker City
and Burns posts of the Ore-
gon State Police worked
together to execute the
search warrants. 

Holliday
sentencing
scheduled

CELEBRATING THE SEASON

Above: Connor Smith is the
Grinch during the seventh-
and eighth-grade class pre-
sentation of Dr. Suess’ “How
The Grinch Stole Christmas”
at Seneca School.

Left: From left, Sierra Elliott,
Eileen Roberts, Heather
O’Keefe and Lacey Elliott
sing and act out “The 12
Days of Christmas” with the
rest of the audience.

For more pictures of Seneca
School’s annual Christmas
Tea, see Page A8.

The Eagle/Scott Mallory

Christmas Tea

The Eagle/Patrick Bentz
Malachi Seth Wilson celebrates at the Christmas Hat Parade at
Humbolt Elementary School. For more pictures and a story,
see Page A8.

Above: Sarah
Jacobson dances
to “Amazing Grace”
during the Grant
Union High dance
team’s annual Holi-
day Showcase. 
See Page A9. 
The Eagle/Jill Mallory

Left: Snowmen
greet visitors to
Larry and Eva
Hicks’ home in
Prairie City. The
display was a win-
ner in the annual
home and business
decoration conest.
See Page A10.
The Eagle/Marissa Allen


